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MI DNR Beaver Dam Removal Guidelines
1.	Determine if a dam is a check dam or a regular dam.
2.	Check dams will be removed all the way to the stream bottom
      leaving, perhaps, some of the dam along banks to minimize erosion.
3.	Regular dams will be approached using a number of criteria.
4.	If the water head behind the dam is less than 8" the dam will be
      breached in the natural stream channel with about a 5' opening
      and taken down to the bottom.
5.	If the natural stream channel is close to a bank, a portion of the dam
      will be left at the bank to protect it from erosion during the dynamic
      portion of the head reduction.
6.	Sand/silt movement will be monitored and if it seems excessive the
      deconstruction will be stopped.
7.	Dam debris will be placed on the banks where possible, not in the river.  
8.	If the water head behind the dam is greater than 8", the dam will be
      taken down in stages attempting to lower the head 6" to 8" at a time
      (per day).
9.	The dam will be breached as near as possible to the natural stream
      channel with an approximately 5' opening. The dam will be lowered
      in this section until the 6" to 8" depth is achieved leaving the dam
      components below the opening intact.
10.	Sand/silt movement will be monitored and if it seems excessive the
        deconstruction will be stopped.
11.	Remove the upstream most dam first, then work your way downstream  
        to the lower-most dam.

Treatment Specifications Approvals
Remove the beaver and dams that are impeding
drainage around Sand Hill Lake, following the
Beaver Dam Removal Guidelines listed above.
The work will be carried out by USDA-APHIS
Wildlife Services through their 2021-2022
cooperative agreement with the DNR-FRD.

The beaver dam removal treatment was
approved through the 2022 YOE
Compartment Review planning process.
see attached email for FTP approvals


